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Benton County Snowmobile Club 

Greetings and salutations fellow snowmobiling enthusiasts!


I know you know what December means,  it means the trails are open,  we just need some snow.  However,  
the November BCSC meeting was canceled due to an uptick of covid-19.  We as a group certainly wouldn’t 
want to be responsible for people getting sick,  our members and certainly not the landowners.  So,  we’ll 
just punt the proverbial football down the field a little bit.  The bridge was installed out at Barney Molitor’s 
place.  Our group has been working on it for some time,  and from the pictures,  it looks good.  Thankfully it 
warmed up a little bit to get some trail work done.  I mean,  you don’t want wood ticks and mosquitos but you 
don’t want frostbite either.  If you happen to be a new member,  or want to join the club,  things are strange 
right now,  but don’t give up.  If you’re looking for someone to ride with this winter,  we’re here and always 
looking for new friends.  Get your email address added to the club’s email list.  This winter,  when someone 
is looking to ride,  they can throw the idea out there by sending out an email saying “Hey,  I’m riding this day;  
starting from such and such and meeting at this time.”  If you can make it,  you have some riding buddies.  
I’ve had people come up out of the blue and ask if they can ride with you.  You can                      learn who they 
are when you stop for lunch,  and you’ve made a new friend.  Snowmobilers for                                                                       
the most part are pretty chill and laid back,  and you already have something                                                                     
to talk about as an ice breaker.  It’s really that simple,  and with the current situ-                                              ation,  
that maybe the only way it’s going to happen.  But,  I can vouch for the members                                                    that 
they’re pretty accepting and friendly,  and good to have on your side. 
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Al’s Corner: 

                                   A little note on safety….Snowmobiling has gotten more dangerous over the years.  
Why?  Because at some point,  we have to cross roads and sometimes do that at intersections.  
With the advent of the smart phone in 2007,  motorcycle riding and snowmobiling changed 
forever.  I drive a truck and sometimes I do a little study to see how many people are playing with 
their phones while driving even though it is against the law.  I would estimate that 1 in 7 people 
are messing with their phones while driving.  Mind you,  they’re passing me while doing it too.  
Now you come to a stop light,  and many more of them will pull out the phone while stopped.  That 
may be a little safer,  but those people are not looking for you as you pull up on your sled,  ready 
to cross the road when the light turns green.  But Al,  I’m licensed,  my lights are working,  and I’m 
right where i’m supposed to be to cross the road.  My answer to that would be “So what?”  All it 
takes is ONE inattentive driver,  and you are going to lose.  You might win hitting a gopher,  
chipmunk,  or squirrel with your sled, but,  you hit anything else,  YOU will lose.  That includes 
deer,  cars,  fences,  trees,  or other riders.  Don’t ever assume that some car full of young people 
off of work or school,  heading to the bar or casino,  talking and playing on their phones sees you 
or even realizes you exist.  It’s safer to assume they don’t see you,  until you’ve made eye contact 
and they acknowledge you in some way.  Previous generations of riders didn’t have to deal with 
the amount or degree of distracted driving that is going on today.  So,  keep that in mind this 
winter as you cross a road or an intersection.  It may even be more dangerous at night.  Granted,  
out on the trail,  night riding is perhaps safer.  Riders are generally moving slower and you can 
pretty easily see a headlight coming through the woods.  However,  snowmobiles don’t have too 
much for lights on their sides,  and can be hard to spot,  especially by someone who is paying 
attention to something else.  Just something to think about.  And yes,  smart phones have only 
been out since 2007!  (seems a lot longer though doesn’t it?)   

Keep safe                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Stay healthy 

Thanks for reading folks! 
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