
https://www.bentoncountysnowmobileclub.com November,  2020

     

Benton County Snowmobile Club  �1

Benton County Snowmobile Club 

Greetings and salutations fellow snowmobiling 
enthusiasts!


We’re inching closer to winter and the reason for our existence.  If you were having troubles with your sled last year,  
NOW is the time to get it fixed,  not after it snows.  After it snows,  EVERYONE pulls out their sled and tries to get it 
running,  and when they can’t,  they all haul them into the shop at the same time.  Now there’s a giant backlog,  and 
you’ll miss out and have to WAIT.  Get ‘em running now folks.  With the amount of rain we’ve had being “reasonable” 
for a change,  the corn and other crops are coming out quickly.  That will facilitate the trail work to be done,  which is 
now and on-going  till it’s completed.  If you haven’t been paying attention yet,  our meetings are being held at the 
groomer shed and there are no potlucks.  We keep apart,  but it’s hard not giving hugs and shaking hands,  as we’re a 
family too.  But,  we meet and do the best that we can.  What does help is the media we have today.  You can get filled 
in with a message such as this,  or a text,  or any other email.  You’re informed,  but it’s not the same as being part of 
the process and throwing your two cents in.  You’re simply reading about what others have decided to do,  and not 
add any input.  Your input is welcome.  We really do our best at physical distancing,  as the the groomer shed is pretty 
large,  and new furniture is being donated all of the time so we all have a place to sit.                                           If you’re 
comfortable,  make your way to the next meeting and let us know what you think.  Just a                                                                       
reminder,  meetings are the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.  It’s cool to see how                                            far 
along we are compared to some other clubs.  Some are only dreaming of a physical club-                                            house 
and groomer shed,  and we have it all already!  We should all be thankful and proud of our-                                            selves!   
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Al’s Corner: 

     This is the November newsletter,   but hopefully it reaches you in time for Halloween.  
What does the weird and wild of Halloween have to do with snowmobiling?  Well,  there is 
actually something.  Have you heard of the granite wall,  granite shield,  or the granite 
dome?  These are all names of something that exists right below your feet.  It is the belief 
that the massive amount of granite under St. Cloud (also known as Granite City),  somehow 
reduces the amount of snow we get each winter.  My first experience with this was when I 
was fixing appliances.  Our shop covered 18 counties!  (Which is probably why they 
eventually went out of business.)  In my travels,   I noticed that St. Cloud always had the 
least amount of snow vs. everywhere else.  In every direction,  there was always more 
snow the farther you went out of town.  It wouldn’t have been that big of deal,  but even to 
the SOUTH,  there was more snow.  I had always thought that was weird.  After I heard about 
the effects of the granite on the weather,  I started watching the radar.  Yes,  a very large 
storm overwhelms the granite dome,  but I think it has some effect on the smaller storms.  
I watched a storm heading toward St. Cloud,  heading right for it.  The storm broke apart in 
the middle and half of it went to the North and half of it went to the South around town.  
When it got past town,  it re-converged into one storm again!  Not definitive proof or 
anything but I’ve experienced it enough times to know that it is real on some level.  How is 
this even possible?  At one time the Earth was molten.  As it cooled,  the granite was lighter 
than the basalt underneath and it floated to the top where it hardened.   Who really knows 
for sure, but many people think that storms (i.e. hurricanes) are actually driven by the ions 
produced by the ocean water.  Maybe granite produces its own ions that are negatively or 
positively charged,  affecting our weather to some degree?  I doubt that some scientist 
has studied it,  as other scientists would think they are crazy for believing in such stuff,  
but even so,  I do believe in it even though I may not understand how it all works.  All I 
really know is that we need some big overwhelming winter storms this year for good 
snowmobiling! 

Stay safe and keep the track side down. 
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