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Benton County Snowmobile Club 

Greetings and salutations fellow snowmobiling 
enthusiasts!


Great Jumpin’ Horny Toads was that “Rendezvous” cold!  The highs were below ZERO and not zero Celsius either,  but 
Fahrenheit (Fahren’fright’) was more like it.   But,  we as snowmobilers know how to dress.  Once you’ve gotten really 
cold sledding,  you never make that same mistake again.  Pretty much everyone wore everything they brought with 
them.  I had 7 layers on,  and that’s all of the cold weather gear I have.  We had 9 adventurers make the rugged trip up 
the North shore to Two Harbors.  Other people went elsewhere.  Our tow vehicle must have had some water in the 
gas,  as the SUV started bucking and would only do 40 m.p.h.  A couple bottles of HEET eventually fixed the problem.  
The trails were excellent as lake effect snows kept the Arrowhead snowy and kosher for riding.  Trails there,  have 
those steeper hills where you have that sinking feeling in your stomach that is akin to riding a roller coaster,  as you 
crest and pass the summit.  The spurs off of the main trails were longer,   interesting,  and more fun than they 
normally would have been.  The outing was highlighted by a trip to,  and a hike along  Gooseberry Falls.  Walking on 
ice over running water is always a little freaky.   Apart from the cold,  the trip was fabulous.  It’s March now,  and our 
final month of fun for this season. Meetings have been virtually nonexistent, and grooming                              has been                            
kept to minimum due to lack of snow in Benton County.  Ironically,  Northeast Iowa has a                                        ton of                                                                 
snow as of this writing.   Prayers,  chants,  or throwing salt over your left shoulder…..what-                                              ever 
your belief system is,  better hop to it,  as we’re running out of time.  We need to ride our                                                  own 
county!!  Stay tuned for a March meeting update.                                                                                                    
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Al’s Corner: 

 Whether we like it or not,  if you have a snowmobile,  or even wear clothing with a snowmobile 
brand name on it,  you ARE an ambassador to the sport,  and all of your actions good or bad,  will 
be noted by others.  There is a video from a Ring doorbell in our neighborhood,  where this dude 
walks up to a home at 1 a.m.,  alone,  no cell phone,  (not enough snow to be riding either)  and 
claims his sled has broken down and wants to use this person’s phone.  He’s also caught on 
video,  practicing what he was going to say to the homeowner.  Needless to say,  he has a jammer 
in his hand,  and soon the Ring doorbell video is turned into pixilated goo.  Nope,  not a 
snowmobiler but a thief masquerading as one.  I informed the homeowner that this was NOT a 
snowmobiler.  Many years ago,  I had a run in with the Sons of Silence motorcycle club.  Brand 
new to the area I lived at then,  I was simply following a snowmobile trail that many others had 
blazed.  This trail happened to cross a corner of the motorcycle clubs property.  One of its 
members ran out to meet me and grabbed the windshield of the sled I was riding and broke it.  
He told me there were signs all over the place that there were no snowmobilers allowed.  (Also 
he said,   “why don’t you ride those things on the road where they belong in the first 
place!” ) ????  That was news to me,  and so I went back with my car and looked,  and there was 
ONE sign posted,  right in the middle of the trail that I had used.  Obviously put there after the fact.  
No other signs were visible anywhere.  Being young and naive,  this put a bad taste in my mouth,  
and i equated ALL Harley riders stereotypically as jerks.  Of course,  Harley riders run the gamut 
from kind,  all the way to jerk,  just like all humans,  but it took me a long time to realize that,  and 
now,  Harley riders are some of my best friends.  The point of this is that YOU,  in your interactions 
with motorists,  other riders,  landowners,  shop keepers,  and hotels you stay at,  are truly an 
ambassador to the sport,  and maybe the only interaction someone may have with a 
snowmobiler or the sport itself.  Try to keep this in mind,  and build up the reputation of the sport 
one person at a time.   Be kind and be safe friends,  others are watching. 

Thanks for reading folks!
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