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Benton County Snowmobile Club 

Greetings and salutations fellow snowmobiling enthusiasts!


I can’t believe it’s the second to  last official Newsletter of the 2018/2019 season!   It was sure nice to 
actually be able to do some riding without trailering them to Timbuktu every time.  It has also been an 
exciting time because of the new drag purchase.  Our trails will soon be wider and, therefore, safer.   It will 
take some work to make the trails wider and so, hopefully, club members and friends will be able to help.  
We also need to replace a couple of bridges this year.  They will be made out of old flatbed trailers that have 
been  widened.  Yup,  it’s been awhile since major trail work has been done.  The last few years the money 
and time have been invested in the groomer shed and the groomers themselves,  and they turned out quite 
nice.  It’s quite amazing how many hours people have invested in it,  and how many materials were donated.  
We truly have a great community  i.e. Benton County;  it’s obvious that people care or we wouldn’t even exist 
as a club.  We still haven’t decided on where to host next season’s meetings.  Make sure you make it to the 
May meeting so you can throw your two cents in.  Also,  hopefully you will be able to help this summer with 
our big projects.  Get a hold of Scott and let him know when you’re free to help. 

End of season party @ the groomer shed April 27th/ 

Social @ 4:30   Dinner @ 6:00  Pot luck style/burgers 
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Al’s Corner: 

                                         A few tips to put your baby(s) away for the “S-Word”  (that’s right,  Summer!) 
The most important thing to do is get rid of that old gas.  They don’t put any kind of preservative 
in it anymore because we use the gas too fast,  they don’t need to.  But,  nothing will stop your 
good mood like your gas turning to varnish.  Gas starts going bad in as little as 30 days.  Drain 
your carburetors if you have them and are capable of doing it.  If not,  have a professional get 
your baby ready for hibernation.  What I do is syphon off as much gas out of the tank as possible,  
then add a healthy dose of Stabil Gas Treatment.  Stabil is your friend,  use it.  I then run the 
snowmobiles until they quit,  and that has worked well too.  Lift the back end up on a stand and 
do a thorough inspection.  Check support wheels,  slides,  and track.  It would be a good time to 
grease all of the steering and suspension which will push out any water you may have in there.  
Inspect the gas lines.  If they start looking iffy,  replace them.  Don’t forget the gas line in the tank 
itself.  That will most likely go bad long before the gas lines you can see do.  This gas line is 
made of a different type of material and is immersed in gas,  so it doesn’t last as long.  If your 
sled has been bottoming out easier than you think it should,  now would be a good time to 
replace the rear springs.  That was the best move I’ve ever done, putting heavy duty rear springs 
in.   I was told that snowmobiles are set up for a 160 pound rider.  If this is even remotely true,  
most riders probably weigh more than that.  I am at 180,  and  the heavy springs really save my 
back.  I also spray WD-40 on all of the steel parts and bolts on the sled from the handlebar on 
down.  This really preserves the metal and keeps it from rusting.  If you have a mouse problem,  
get yourself some Downy dryer sheets and place them all throughout your sled under the hood 
and keep one near the air box opening.  Mice react to dryer sheets like Dracula does to a cross.  
You WILL be mouse free.  And one final thing,  if your snowmobile coat is looking dirty and you 
don’t really want to dry clean it,  get yourself an 8 pack of Dryel dry cleaning cloths.  Zip up your 
coat and throw it in the dryer.  Open and extend 4 of the Dryel sheets and throw them in with it.  
You need to stretch out each sheet as far as you can,  just till the point it starts to tear just a little.  
If you don’t do this,  they just fold back up into the shape of the package they came in as soon as 
the dryer starts.  Make sure your dryer is on the lowest heat possible,  which is usually marked 
“delicate”. Run it about 40 minutes  This works super awesome and will save you time and 
money  and won’t wreck your jacket like washing in water would.  I hope these few tips help you! 

Thanks for reading folks! 
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