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Benton County Snowmobile Club 

Greetings and salutations fellow snowmobiling enthusiasts!


 It’s always sad when we reach another snowmobiling season end,  but at least we got some riding in.  A few 
lean winters always dampen the enthusiasm a little.  However,  we may be in store for more normal winters 
in the years to come.  New and exciting things are happening with the Benton County Snowmobile Club.  
With the purchase of  the new 15 foot wide drag,  it looks like we’re tossing  around  the idea of getting a 
newer,  faster,  more powerful groomer.  I bet the groomer drivers wouldn’t mind putting a 10 hour night of 
grooming in vs. a 14 hour night of grooming.  We need to make many parts of the trail wider to 
accommodate the bigger drag,  as well as widen the fence gates that we traverse through.  Raising and 
lowering the extension arms on the drag is tiring,  cumbersome and SLOW.  A better machine will drastically 
cut dragging time.  It’s true we can’t go too crazy with spending for sure,  but at the same time,  this is the 
only real reason we even exist as a club,  to make the snowmobile trails safe and fun,  and to keep the 
landowners happy.  We surely have some very talented people in this group,  that can do so many different 
things and are willing to donate their time.  Lots of work to do this summer with ……………….     
………………………………….trail and gate widening soooooo…….. 

Let someone know you’d be willing to help.  Work (FUN)  

tentatively starts the 2nd weekend in June.  THANK YOU! 
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Al’s Corner: 

                                    After putting away the sleds,  it’s a good time to ponder the future of our sport.  
How do we attract younger people?  As the elders age,  new people have to enter the sport to 
keep it viable.  Since you can’t force someone to do something,  they have to want to do it on their 
own.  The question then becomes,  what do you want to do and why?  What makes someone 
spend thousands of dollars on gear and equipment and brave the dark and cold,  ending up 
miles from home?  FUN.  Everybody likes to do fun things and snowmobiling is fun.  However,  
someone’s probably not likely to,  out of the blue,  spend a large sum of money and enter a sport 
that you’ve never done before.  Therein lies the problem we face.  So after giving it some thought,  
i’ve come up with a few ideas.  First, grandparents.  When a young couple starts a family,  cash is 
very tight.  A mortgage.  loans,  and car payments can be bone crushing.  Not too many people 
can drop $10,000 on a toy.  Not to mention that if you’re in town,  you’ll have to get some sort of a 
trailer (and hopefully you have an SUV to pull it with. )  That really is asking a lot isn’t it?  But,  the 
kids are the future of the sport….That’s why if you’re a grandparent,  you are more likely to have 
the resources and the time.  Get your grandkids on those sleds.  Make happy family memories.  
When they’re older,  they will remember how much fun they had as a kid,  and will be more likely 
to want to recreate that with their own kids one day.  Secondly,  the price of snowmobiles is 
getting outrageous.  Yes,  everything continues to cost more but let’s face it,  they like to soak 
you on toys.  Send emails or write to the manufacturers and tell them what you want.  We need 
some lower cost sleds out there.  Bigger and heavier,  bigger and heavier,  is not always the way 
to go.  Bigger and heavier means it’s going to cost more money.  Power is nice,  but the speed 
limit is only 50 anyway.  Tell the manufacturers that we want smaller snowmobiles available.  
Some 340-440,  fuel injected models with good suspension.  Why should people have to be stuck 
with less reliable carbureted models and only the big iron get fuel injection?  Yes,  fuel injection 
adds a little to the cost of a machine,  but it works well and gives better fuel economy to boot.  
I’ve ridden heavy fast machines and nimble little ones,  and the little ones weigh less and are 
actually more fun to drive.  Going the direction you actually turn the handlebar is always a nice 
feeling.  I think this is a good place to start to get more,  and younger riders into our sport.    

Thanks for reading folks! 
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